010-033 1285 Ch1 r12

4/4/06

3:49 PM

Page 22

WORKING SMART
SELECTING STEEL WOOL
Grade

Number

Common Uses

Coarse

3

Paint and varnish removal; removing paint spots from resilient ﬂoors.

Medium Coarse

2

Removing scratches from brass; removing paint spots from ceramic tile;
rubbing ﬂoors between ﬁnish coats.

Medium

1

Rust removal; cleaning glazed tiles; removing marks from wood ﬂoors;
with paint and varnish remover, removing ﬁnishes.

Medium Fine

0

Brass ﬁnishing; cleaning tile; with paint and varnish remover, removing
stubborn ﬁnishes.

Fine

00

With linseed oil, satinizing high-gloss ﬁnishes.

Extra Fine

000

Removing paint spots or stains from wood; cleaning polished metals;
rubbing between ﬁnish coats.

Superﬁne

0000

Final rubbing of ﬁnish; stain removal.

Sandpaper

Files

Most do-it-yourselfers still refer to various grades of
“sandpaper,” but the proper term for these sanding
sheets is “coated abrasives.” There are four primary
factors to consider when selecting any coated abrasive:
the abrasive mineral, or which type of rough material;
the grade, or the coarseness or ﬁneness of the mineral;
the backing, paper or cloth; and the coating, or the
nature and extent of the mineral on the surface.
Paper backing for coated abrasives comes in four
weights: “A,” “C,” “D,” and “E.” “A” (also referred to as
“Finishing”) is the lightest weight for the lightest
sanding work. “C” and “D” (also called “Cabinet”) are
for heavier work, while “E” is for the toughest jobs.
The coating can either be open-coated or closedcoated. Open-coated means that the grains are spaced so
as only to cover a portion of the surface. An open-coated
abrasive is best used on gummy or soft woods, soft
metals, or on painted surfaces. Closed-coated means that
the abrasive covers the entire area. Closed-coated
abrasives provide maximum cutting, but they also clog
faster and are best used on hard woods and metals.
There are three popular ways to grade coated
abrasives. Simpliﬁed markings (ﬁne, very ﬁne, etc.)
provide a general description of the grade. “Grit”
actually refers to the number of mineral grains that,
when set end to end, equal one inch. The commonly
used “O” symbols are more or less arbitrary. The
coarsest grading under this system is 41⁄2, and the ﬁnest
is 10/0, or 0000000000.

A wood rasp, with a rasp and/or curved-tooth cut, is
used to remove excess wood. The piece of wood is ﬁnalsmoothed with a single-cut or double-cut ﬁle. To start
off your set, buy an assortment of ﬂat ﬁles—wood rasp,
bastard, second-cut, and smooth ﬁles.

Steel Wool
Steel wool comes in many grades of coarseness. Always
apply the correct grade of steel wool to the work you
have at hand, as shown in the chart above.
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Materials
Selecting the right materials is vital to any do-it-yourself
job. This section offers basic information on selecting
lumber, plywood, drywall, fasteners, and other materials
for common do-it-yourself projects.

Lumber
Lumber sizes are somewhat misleading. The nominal
cross-section dimensions of a piece of lumber, such as
24 or 16, are always larger than the actual, or
dressed, dimensions. The reason for this is that dressed
lumber has been surfaced or planed smooth on four
sides (called S4S).
Board measure is a method of measuring lumber in
which the basic unit is 1 foot long  1 foot wide by
1 inch thick, called a board foot. Board measure is
calculated by nominal, not actual, dimensions of lumber.
The easiest formula for ﬁguring nominal board feet is:
Thickness (inches)  Width (inches)  Length (feet)
12
The answer is stated in board feet. Lumber is often
priced in board feet. However, most building material
retailers and lumberyards also price lumber by the
running foot for easier calculation. That is, a 248 is
priced at eight times the running foot cost rather than as
5.333 board feet.

